
1 
 

Topics for the entrance examination for doctoral studies 

 

1. The core milestones in the evolution of international relations (IR) theory, qualitative 

shifts in theorizing IR. 

2. Major debates in IR theory, fundamental questions, approaches and methods. 

3. Realism and liberalism – current attempts to reformulate them. 

4. Constructivism as the dominant approach to the study of international relations? 

Critical discussion. 

5. Critical approaches and emancipatory potential of IR theories. 

6. Recent approaches to the study of international relations: Theory of IR after 

constructivist hegemony. 

7. Theoretical conceptualization of the contemporary global system of IR (actors, 

dynamics, governance). 

8. The feature of globalization processes at the beginning of the 21st century (basic 

tendencies and their specific manifestations in the economic and political-security 

dimension). 

9. Genesis of the international system, typology, subsystems. 

10. Central Europe in IR. 

11. Wars in the 21st century, political, economic and other determinants. 

12. Terrorism in the 21st century, political, economic and other determinants. 

13. NATO enlargement and its international political consequences. 

14. State as an actor of foreign policy. 

15. Foreign policy-making institutions and other domestic influences on foreign policy. 

16. Diplomacy in IR. 

17. Czech foreign policy. 

18. International political economy: the role of the state and international organizations in 

globalization. 

19. Economic growth and inequality in the world economy, middle income trap. 

20. Non-state economic actors, Global Value Chains, intra-disciplinary trade. 
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